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Training Foundation Supports

Securing Apprenticeships Package
The Australian Brick & Blocklaying Training Foundation (ABBTF) has
expressed its support for the Federal Government’s Securing Apprenticeships
Package announced yesterday.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, said employers and training
organisations may be eligible to receive up to an extra $2,800 under the
$145.6 million package. A $1,000 payment will also be paid upon the
successful completion of eligible apprentices or trainees.

Geoff Noble, ABBTF's general manager said his organisation welcomed any
support for apprentices during these difficult economic times.

“We have been highly successful with our training and recruitment of
bricklaying apprentices through a subsidy system whereby employers receive
$6,000 for each apprentice they take on. This is supplemented by a Federal
Government grant of $4,000.

“A lot of work goes into attracting high school students to bricklaying through
our Step Out Programs and we work closely with TAFE Colleges throughout
Australia,” said Geoff Noble.

“We are finding a new generation of bricklayers who will be the future of the
construction industry as we have an aging work force of bricklayers. Obviously
we have been concerned that some employers may decide to let their
apprentices go during the downturn in the construction industry.

“It's vital that we keep our apprentices employed otherwise there will be a
serious shortage of skilled bricklayers when the construction market recovers.

“We are inviting bricklaying contractors to contact us to discuss their
apprenticeship situation as there are a number of things that can be done to
maintain the employment relationship. We may also have employers looking
for more apprentices,” he added.

“In the meantime the Federal Government’s Securing Apprenticeships
Package is welcome news to help employers get through this period”.

The ABBTF can be contacted on 1300 66 44 96 or by visiting
www.becomeabricklayer.com.au
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Geoff Noble, ABBTF General Manager, is available for interview and can be
contacted on 0418 388 774.

For further enquiries contact:
Sasha Public Relations
Phone: 02 9971 2073
Mobile: 0408 247 986
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